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PREFACE

The San Geronimo Valley Community Plan is intended to promote planning that respects
and facilitates the sustained environmental health of natural systems and community well-
being. The Community Plan is a document focused on community issues and is considered
an integral part of the Marin Countywide Plan. Throughout the County, communities have
participated in the formulation of their own local plans in order to produce a document which
reflects the unique cultural, economic, and ecological values in each individual area.

The San Geronimo Valley is part of a large watershed located in the geographical center of
Marin County (see Figure 1). San Geronimo Creek, surrounded by an abundance of
vegetation, flows through the valley on a year round basis. Many minor and major
tributaries drain from the surrounding ridgelines into the San Geronimo Creek, which feeds
the Tomales Bay watershed.

The Coast Miwok were the first known to inhabit the Valley, followed by recipients of the
Mexican land grants. The settlement of the Valley following the Mexican land grant in 1844
was governed by factors similar to development in the rest of Marin County. The building of
railroads, the advent of motorized transportation, the completion of the Golden Gate Bridge
in 1937, combined with the natural beauty of the area set the pattern of community
development for the entire County as well as the San Geronimo Valley.

The settlement of the County, pressures for development and changes in state planning law
precipitated the preparation of the first comprehensive Countywide Plan. Adopted in 1973,
the Countywide Plan incorporated environmental protection measures consistent with state
general plan regulations and zoning laws. Many local residents participated in the
development of this planning document. The Countywide Plan encouraged the
development of individual community plans and ensured that community residents would
play an important role in shaping the future of their communities. It was apparent to Valley
residents that the San Geronimo Valley Master Plan, adopted in 1961, was no longer the
appropriate document to guide the future of the community.

Efforts to prepare a Community Plan began in 1972 with an opinion survey. The first San
Geronimo Valley Community Plan was adopted in 1978 and amended in 1982. The most
recent update of the plan also began with a community survey (undertaken in 1985).
Despite the length of time which had passed between taking these surveys, community
residents expressed similar views and interests in maintaining the rural character and village
identities in the Valley. The objectives of this plan revision process include the desire to
involve the entire community, obtain local community input, collect and disseminate
information, and maintain an open discussion about the issues. The process for preparing
the Community Plan and the eventual adoption of a revised plan by the Marin County Board
of Supervisors can be simplified into the following seven basic tasks:

Community Survey and Workshops

Data Collection and Analysis

Preparation of a Community Plan

Community Review of the Plan

Revision and Preparation of a Draft Community Plan

Public hearings before the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors
Adoption of the Updated Community Plan
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The Community Plan is based on inter-jurisdictional cooperation and assistance to the
fullest extent possible. Through noticing, interviews, and the review of draft documents, the
revision of the plan has been coordinated with the Marin County Community Development
Agency, Marin County Open Space District, Department of Public Works, Golden Gate
Bridge Highway and Transportation District, Marin Municipal Water District, Lagunitas
School District, Pacific Gas and Electric, the County Fire Department, Sheriff's Department,
and local community groups.
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Figure 1. Location Map for the Valley
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. PURPOSE AND LEGAL BASIS FOR THE COMMUNITY PLAN

The purpose of the San Geronimo Valley Community Plan is to define land use and conservation
guidelines for planning decisions. The San Geronimo Valley Community Plan presents goals,
objectives, policies, and programs designed to preserve the unique natural attributes of the Valley and
its communities as well as the historical character of the built environment. The guidelines are used
by the Community Development Agency staff, the County Planning Commission and the Board of
Supervisors to review specific development proposals within the Valley. The Plan provides direction
to property owners, community groups and interested individuals in formulating and reviewing new
developments.

B. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PLANS AND DOCUMENTS

The San Geronimo Valley Community Plan is adopted as part of the Marin Countywide Plan and
expands upon the policies and programs in that plan by providing more specific information about
existing conditions, environmental issues, community character, and the constraints and opportunities
for development. Issues related to the San Geronimo Valley which are discussed in the Countywide
Plan are summarized in Appendix A. The San Geronimo Valley Community Plan is consistent with
the Marin Countywide Plan.

In addition to the San Geronimo Valley Community Plan there are other planning documents and
development codes which apply to the San Geronimo Valley community. These are the Marin
Countywide Plan and the County Zoning Code (Title 22).

1. The Marin Countywide Plan

The Countywide Plan divides Marin into three environmental corridors (see Figure 1). The eastern
portion of the County, the City-Centered Corridor, contains most of Marin's population in a series of
cities, towns and unincorporated communities. The Inland Rural Corridor contains the majority of
the County's agricultural land. The Coastal Recreation Corridor is characterized by the Golden Gate
National Recreation Area, and Point Reyes National Seashore, as well as Mt. Tamalpais, Stinson
Beach, and Tomales Bay State Parks. Within each of the three environmental corridors specific
conservation areas are designated where special development restrictions and standards are
established. The San Geronimo Valley Planning Area is located in the "Inland Rural Corridor" of
Marin County, approximately seven miles from San Rafael and twenty miles from San Francisco.

The Countywide Plan (Community Development Element) contains a set of maps which establish
land use designations for all of the unincorporated areas of the County. The San Geronimo Valley is
characterized by a broad spectrum of land uses including commercial, residential, agriculture, and
open space. Within each of the land use designations, specific zoning districts are designated.

San Geronimo Valley Community Plan
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2. The Zoning Code (Title 22)

Zoning for the San Geronimo Valley community is established in Title 22 of the Marin County Code.
The zoning code is a detailed set of development regulations which are based on the Marin
Countywide Plan land use designations described above. Within each zoning district, specific
regulations are established for permitted and conditional land uses and development standards that
establish regulations for maximum density and building height. The Zoning Code also contains
provisions for the retention of important natural features such as ridgelines.

C. COMMUNITY GOALS

The San Geronimo Valley Community Plan builds upon the goals, policies, and implementation
measures identified for the "Inland Rural Corridor" in the Marin Countywide Plan and provides more
specific policies and programs for the San Geronimo Valley. Below are ten goals for the San
Geronimo Valley which reflect both the overall goals of the Marin Countywide Plan and the goals of
community residents:

1.  PRESERVE AND ENHANCE THE VALLEY’S NATURAL RESOURCES AND
RURAL SETTING.

2. ASSURE THAT THE TYPE AND AMOUNT OF GROWTH WILL BE
CONSISTENT WITH MAINTAINING THE VALLEY'S RURAL CHARACTER
AND PROMOTING A BALANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY WITH
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES.

3. ENCOURAGE AND PROTECT AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND THE
AGRICULTURAL USE OF LAND.

4. ENABLE A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE THAT PROMOTES THE WELL BEING OF
PEOPLE AND THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF PEOPLE AND PROPERTY.

5. RETAIN THE EXISTING VILLAGE CHARACTER AND HERITAGE OF THE
VALLEY AND PRESERVE THE VALLEY'S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
DIVERSITY.

6. PRESERVE AND ENCOURAGE DIVERSE RECREATIONAL, CULTURAL, AND
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR VALLEY RESIDENTS.

7.  INCREASE USE OF RENEWABLE AND NON-POLLUTING ENERGY SOURCES
AND ENCOURAGE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS.

8. PROVIDE FOR A SAFE, WELL-MAINTAINED CIRCULATION SYSTEM,
EMPHASIZING A DIVERSITY OF TRANSPORTATION MODES AND TRAIL
SYSTEMS CONSISTENT WITH THE RURAL CHARACTER OF THE VALLEY.

San Geronimo Valley Community Plan
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