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. “Agricultural Code, I am pleased to ‘submit the ‘Annual Crop Report for 2001. ~This _

¢

-~ April 1, 2002

, Wlllram J. Lyons; Jr., Secretary
California Department of Food and Agnculture : -

) And N - )

Marin County Board of Supervisors . .
Cynthia Murray, President, DlStl'lCt 5 —

John Kress,  --District 1 AnnettecRose . District3-

Harold C. Brown, DlStl‘lCt 2 Steve Kinsey, District 4 o

- StacY K. CARLSEN- -
CoMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR

, Frep W. CROWDER

" DEPUTY COMMISSIONER/DIRECTOR

In accordance with the provrsrons of Sectron 2279 of the California Food and —

report is a.summary of counts, acreage, ylelds and gross value of agncultural

productlon in Marin-County. _The 2001 gross value of all production was $50,900.357.«

This is an increase of $2,684,824 from the 2000 total agricultural production value.
‘The report represents- gross returns to theproducer and does not lndlcate actual net,

| prof it. , _ S

'l

"Milk is the long standlng, premler commodlty for Marin, and th|s year accounts for

- over 60% of the crop report’s total value. ~Milk had a 10% increase. in productlon»' o

- from 2000, as productlon was affected by a 20% increase in the value of mllk

L|vestock and poultry value decreased by $758 340 as prices recelved for sheep-~— :

decreased from last year's market prices by 13%. Poultry value went down 7%.

) Aquaculture experlenced a 10% increase in value over last year in splte of the usual
" juvenile oyster mortality rate of approxmately '50%- , :

s

- The value of field, fruit and vegetable production, including wine grapes, went up by

- $460,884, resulting in a 49% increase in-wine grape production. This is due to

maturing vines, higher yield, good weather, and an increase in value. - Nursery crops - -
saw a 17% decrease |n value due to the slowmg economy as well as deCreased c

acreage -

/

- My apprecratlon goes to the many growers, lndlvrduals and organlzatlons for thelr,

* cooperation in providing the information necessary for this report and special thanks

{ Respectfully submltted

" Stacy K. Carlsen A
- Agricultural Commissioner |

‘hard to prepare it.

= ~

- to the members of my staff, Laurel Thomassm and Amanda Stephens for workrng SO
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~Marin County Locally Produced Processed
And Marketed Agrlcultural Products

. Thereisa lot happening in Mann County Agnculture in ‘Marin contnbutes over $50 mrlllon
Coo annually to the local economy.- Farms and ranches account for approxrmately 167,000 -
- acres-in-Marin, which represents about 50 % of the land. The cool, moist, foggy climate of -

-~ _ , Marin, rolling hills and soil types do not lend to conditions favorable to intense vegetable

-~ row crop production. But tucked into the emerald hills are unique little valleys, with their
"~ own microclimates, where specralty crops thrive. In addition to the main commodities of -

- dairy, beef and sheep that graze the hilly grasslands, Marin farmers and ranchers, through
- the years, have drversuf ed into other. commodrtles many of them orgamc

'There has been a steady move towards organic production with commodities such as
’ apples beans, berries, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, chard, cucumbers, cut flowers, dalry
. -products, garlic, herbs, leaf lettuce, lemons, milk, mixed salad greens, olives, onions,
~ pasture, pears, potatoes, pumpklns silage, spinach, squash, tomatoes, turnips, vegetable -
- starts, and watercress. In response to increased organic production, the Marin County '
" Agricultural Commissioner’s Office became one of the first counties in California to offer an
*. organic certification program to qualified agncultural producers and handlers. Marin
- Organic Certified Agriculture or MOCA, was created and msprred by the communlty it -
serves: local growers, processors and consumers ‘ .
A The diversity of Mann County products can be seen on the shelves of many local markets
" From the field to the dinner table, the products featured on the cover are a sample of Mann\
' agrlcultural products that are grown, processed, and marketed from Marin County. The
- -value added nature of creatrng, producing and marketing local commodities contributes to :
" the sustainability of Marin’s agriculture, while preserving agricultural family traditions. and
- culture. The responsrble stewardship of the land, the value, and local natural beauty are all
_reflected in the outstandlng qualrty and freshness of locally grown products offered to ~ -
~» ecustomers ’
: : ‘¢ Scores of organlc specialty crops that are particularly -
desirable in creative cuisine are grown in the cool
mediterranean zone of Bolinas from the oldest contlnuously
, certified orgamc grower in California.
¢ Fresh, sweet, npe mouth-watenng strawberrres from the g
Nicasio Valley and Tomales areas. : :

Lo \ 0 Olrve orchards tended organlcally and pIanted with SiX

. Lo noble varletals of Italian olives that produce the highest /
o : ' quality extra vrrgln olive oil in the Petaluma hills of northern B

~Marin County N ¢




