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s In accordance wuth the provisions of Section 2279 of the California Food and
~ - Agricuttural Code, I am -pleased to subm|t the Annual Crop Report for 2000. - This
T _report is a- summary. of counts, acreage, ylelds, and gross .value  of agncultural‘
R productlon in Marin County. The 2000 gross value of all production was $48,189,133:

. This is a decrease of $5, 352,426 from the 1999 total agricultural production’ value.

. The report represents gross returns to the producer and does not indicate actual net )
profit. - A L o ‘

. Milk is the Iong standmg, premler croprfor Marin, and thlS year accounts for over 57% =
. of the crop report’s total value. Milk had a.19% decrease in productlon from 1999, as, ‘
o productlon was affected by a- 14% decrease |n the value of mllk ‘ A

:' leestock and poultry va|ue lncreased by $819 679 as prices recelved increased from |
last year's market prices., Production also increased. Poultry’ value went up 9%,
. however, productlon decreased 18% due to flock movement to other countles T

--Aquaculture experlenced a 13% increase in value over Iast year in splte of the usuaI
7 approxumate 50% ]uvenlle oyster mortallty rate, - . ,

The value of field, fruit and vegetable productnon, mcludmg wine grapes, ‘went downv .
by’ $12,101, due to a 22% reduction in-wine grape production caused by ‘a poor
-growing season. Nursery crops saw better market pnces fueled by a strong-

- economy, resultmg ina 13% mcrease in value. : ,

N

My appredatlon goes to the many growers, |nd|vrduals and orgamzatlons for thelr
cooperation in providing the information necessary for this report and specral thanks
_to the members of my staff who worked so hard in preparlng it

’Respectfully submltted

A’Qwém

StacyK Carlsen : S i)
Agrlcultural Commrssroner o P
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Niven Orchid Company -

Back in the early 1920’s a man named James Niven had a dream to start up a commercral
cut ﬂowemursery operation in Marin County. - He set out placing thermometers in various ;, -
locations as he attended baseball games throughout the county, in search of just the right
_spot to build his greenhouses Knowing just what he was looking for, he determined that
" the microclimate of Larkspur offered the best temperatures and the right amount of rain to
begln his nursery-operation. James started Niven Company at its present site in Larkspur in -
71921-with his two sons; Walter and George. The primary crops were orchids, Begomas and

~ afew bulb crops, but the nursery was mostly known for its orchid productlon

- In1937,in addltlon to the Ol’ChldS, George formed a separate company wrth a partner
" under the name of Niven & Sarrat in order to market their crops and to grow gardemas
} Gardenias were replaced with roses during the early 1950's and in 1958, George Niven
bought out the partnershlp, bringing both the orchid and rose greenhouses together as one
company | S

George dled |n 1963 and his wife Inez and son, Jim took over the runnmg of the bus:ness
1In 1978, Jim, a Larkspur volunteer fireman died in a fire engine accident and at that time,

“his wife Lorraine became president. In 1982, their daughter Cynthia joined her mother to ~

bnng the business mto its fourth generatlon of family operation.

‘When the nursery was in full operatlon in the late 1980's it occupled 230 000 square fee of

' - greenhouses. In them, 54, 000.rose plants of twenty varieties produced a total yearly S
“production of 1,200,000 blooms, and annual orchid production was approximately 300, 000

‘marketable blooms, with plant sales making up thirty five percent of total orchid sales.

Orchid varieties grown by Niven include Cattleya, Phalaenopsrs, Paphiopedilum, Oncidium,
Vanda, and Cymbidium species. While commercial orchid production is maintained P
“throughout the year, the plants usually produce these gorgeous little beauties once per year

~ with the heaviest production in the spring. They're picky too; you have little control and-
rcan't force or manipulate blooming as you can with roses. They bloom when they bloom.

- Orchid flowers, although appearing to look very different from one. another, have one thmg ’

. in common. If you draw a line from top to bottom through the center of the flower,- rt WI||

“be identical on erther side. -

. About six years ago the decision was. made to drop rose productlon and concentrate entlrely
on orchid production. Roses are quite a bit more expensive to produce they require 60 %
more handllng than or:chlds.

~—

Initially, thea‘]ower\lndustry evolved around Easter hollday and eventually grew popular S

- during Thanksglvrng, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Secretary’s Day and Grandparent's

._;\Day, etc. Many years ago, orchid flowers were a stock item in floral shops. Cattleya orchld

& -, corsages for women were standard practice in the 1920's through 1950's, and orchids used -

in weddlngs ‘were very popular as well. But times change. The formahty prior to the 1960’ '
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