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DRAFT BLUEPRINT FOR MARIN’'S COAST RELEASED

San Rafael, CA. - The Marin County Community Development Agency today released for public
review a preliminary draft of proposed amendments to the Local Coastal Program (LCP)

planning policies that have guided development of Marin’s coastal zone for the past 30 years.

The LCP, originally adopted in two parts in 1980 and 1981, has helped keep the coastal zone of
western Marin open and accessible for recreation, maintained a productive working landscape
of ranchlands and farms, preserved the historic character of unique villages, and provided

diverse habitats for wildlife to flourish.

Brian Crawford, the Director of Marin County’'s Community Development Agency, says that
“these amendments reinforce Marin County’s leadership role in preserving and enhancing all of
the important attributes that distinguish our coastal area. This update also provides an
opportunity to clarify and simplify the LCP where possible, and adapt it to new conditions and

challenges.”
Crawford noted some of the proposed amendments include:

e  Securing the future of family farms while continuing to protect agricultural lands by
making it easier for multiple generations to live and work on the farm, and by
streamlining the approval of farm buildings and small facilities to process and sell a

farm’s products onsite to broaden economic diversification;

e Clarifying and reinforcing the boundaries for coastal villages in order to manage future
growth;

e Adding water quality “Best Management Practices” (BMPs) to address the risks of

polluted run-off;
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e  Providing additional options for correcting failing septic tanks;
e Adding policies promoting energy efficiency and renewable resources;

o Achieving greater consistency among biological resource protection policies and better

use of information technology in applying the policies; and

e Adapting to the threat of climate change and sea level rise.

The amended policies released today represent the culmination of the first phase of public
discussion of coastal planning issues carried out through a series of public workshops before
the Marin County Planning Commission from March, 2009 through January, 2011. During this
same period, the Community Development Agency (CDA) held formal and informal meeting with
community groups up and down Marin’'s coast, as well as with other interested organizations

and County agencies.

This draft represents the Planning Commission’s preliminary approval of Land Use Plan (LUP)
policies and programs to provide a foundation for preparing a complete draft LCP amendment
for public review and formal hearings. Staff is developing additional explanatory text, maps and
implementing measures (primarily amendments to the Marin County Development Code) that
together will comprise the Public Review Draft of the LCP Amendments. This Public Review
Draft will be the basis for additional consultation with the public, local groups, and interested
organizations in the spring and summer of 2011, followed by a series of formal hearings before

the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and the Coastal Commission.

Interested members of the public can download a full copy of the LUP policy and program
document and sign up for email notifications on the MarinLCP website

www.co.marin.ca.us/MarinLCP and can receive updates by following “MarinLCP” on Facebook

and Twitter.
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See our Coastal Marin Photo Contest announcement by visiting our website at:

www.co.marin.ca.us/MarinLCP or directly at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnAS7HAEfVA




